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Room 1	 Masanao Abe: View from the observatory on Mt. Fuji — inkjet print, 2015 (1930s) 

In the late 1920s, the Japanese physicist 
Masanao Abe built an observatory with a 
view of Mount Fuji. From it, over the course  
of fifteen years, he recorded the clouds that 
surrounded the mountain. He was interested 
in the scientific question of how the air 
currents around Fuji could be visualized by 
means of film and photography. Albeit 
unintentionally, Abe’s motifs fit into a long 
iconographic tradition: the mountain and the 
clouds. For decades his archive was left 
untouched in a Tokyo garden shed. Helmut 
Völter, who discovered Abe’s legacy while 
working on his book “Cloud Studies,” sifted 
through the images of the passionate 
cineaste who saw a combination of indivi­
dual images, moving pictures and stereo 
recordings as the ideal form of scientific 
evidence. The mere contemplation of these 
dynamic cloud photographs centring on 
snow-covered Fuji seems to lift the viewer 
into the air.

Anne König
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Room 1 	 16 calendar sheets (1926–41) document Abe’s cloud research. A yellow dot indicates 
that one photograph has been taken on that day; a red dot indicates that more than 
one photograph has been taken. — inkjet prints, 2015



Room 1 	 A collection of vintage and modern prints shows Abe’s observatory, his assistants, 
meteorological instruments, cameras and photographs from a wind tunnel. — 
black and white photographs, 1920s and 1930s / inkjet prints, 2015 (1920s and 1930s)



Room 1	 Upper left: Masanao Abe’s Observatory; lower left: photograph from a wind tunnel; 
right: Masanao Abe in front of a tent, before the observatory was built — inkjet prints, 
2015 (1920s and 1930s)
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Room 2	 Masanao Abe: »Cloud Photographs« — 39 inkjet prints, 2015 (1920s— 1940s)
	 The grid of the images is designed according to date and time of the exposure of the 

images: The photographs are arranged chronographically. Photographs taken on the 
same day are placed on top of each other. The horizontal distance varies according to 
the temporal distance between the photographs.

Room 2	 Masanao Abe used these field notes to document his »Cloud Photographs«. —  
sheets with inserted black and white photograph, drawing and handwritten notes, 
1920s— 1940s



Room 2 	 Left: In 1937, Masanao Abe published ”Distribution and Movement of Cloud around 
Mt. Fuji Studied through Photographs,” an extensive documentation of his research. 
Right: stereo viewers, 1930s



Room 3	 Projection of “Masanao Abe: Cloudgraphy“ by Helmut Völter, 5 min, b/w, silent



Left: Marriage photograph of Naoko and Masanao Abe, photo studio K. Kitazawa, Tokyo 1916.
Right: Naoko and Masanao Abe, photo studio G. L. Manuel frères, Paris 1923.



Helmut Völter: The Movement of Clouds around Mt. Fuji: Photographed and Filmed by Masanao Abe, 
Spector Books: Leipzig 2016, 376 pp.



	
C

loud Photograph 434	
	
	

Film
 148 c	

13 N
ovem

ber 1934	
10 : 09 a. m

.


